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STANDARDS 

NYS ELA:   

• RL.3.6: Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those of the 
characters. 

• RL.3.2: Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; 
determine the central message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through 
key details in the text. 

 
NYS Social Studies:   

• 3.4 Each community or culture has a unique history, including heroic figures, traditions, and 
holidays. 

• 3.6 Communities from around the world interact with other people and communities and 
exchange cultural ideas and practices. 
 

Black Lives Matter Guiding Principles (10 min) 
Discuss these principles and have students talk about how they connect to them 

• Collective Value means that all Black lives, regardless of actual or perceived sexual identity, 
gender identity, gender expression, economic status, ability, disability, religious beliefs or 
disbeliefs, immigration status, or location, matter. 

• Empathy is one’s ability to connect with others by building relationships built on mutual 
trust and understanding. 

• Diversity is the celebration and acknowledgement of differences and commonalities across 
cultures. 

• Loving Engagement is the commitment to practice justice, liberation, and peace. 
• Restorative Justice is the commitment to build a beloved and loving community that is 

sustainable and growing. 
 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/2/


VOCABULARY (20 min) 
Read and discuss the following vocabulary words and complete at least two Frayer Models 

 

Gleam- shine brightly 
Glide- a smooth motion 
Brew- a mixture 
Strokes- a mark made with a pen/paintbrush in one direction 
Gourd- a drinking container made from the hard skin of a fruit 
 

FRAYER MODEL 

 
 
 

TEXT (10 min) 
Play the Read Aloud on YouTube for the students 

Beautiful Blackbird 
By:  Ashley Bryan 
 
Read aloud available at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=45g1Ru2R-lI 
 
Summary: 
Of all the birds in the forest, Blackbird was considered the most 
beautiful. All of the other birds envied his beautiful black feathers, 
despite their own bright colors. Even though Blackbird assures them 
it’s what they have on the inside that makes them beautiful, they eventually convince him to stir 
a “blackening brew.” He uses this to paint specks and stripes and spots of black on their feathers. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=45g1Ru2R-lI


PROCEDURAL STEPS (30 min) 
Complete the following activities with students 

 

1. Tell students, we all share similarities and differences. There are things about each one of 
us that makes us unique. 
 

After listening to the book, Beautiful Blackbird, complete the following: 

                         Read Aloud Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=45g1Ru2R-lI 
 

2. Use the following lines from the story to facilitate group discussion: 

• “Color on the outside is not what’s on the inside. You don’t act like me. You don’t eat 
like me. You don’t get down in the groove and move your feet like me.” 
➢ Ask, what do you think blackbird means by this? 

• “We’ll see the difference a touch of black can make. Just remember, whatever I do, I’ll 
be me and you’ll be you.” 
➢ Ask, what does it mean when the blackbird says, “I’ll be me and you’ll be you?” Why 

is it important that we always be ourselves? 
 

3. Ask a few students to share their work with the group. 
 

 

SUMMARIZING ACTIVITY (10 min) 
Complete the following final activity with students 

Students draw their own “beautiful blackbird” that represents their identity and personality. 
Under their drawing and using complete sentences, students respond to the following question: 
“Name 3 things that make you beautiful.” 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=45g1Ru2R-lI

